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OUR VISION AND VALUES

Drouin Secondary College is committed to ensuring every student develops the knowledge, skills and behaviours 

needed to positively contribute as responsible and caring citizens of a changing, global community.  

 

We believe each core value can be expressed simply in the following statements: 

 

ACHIEVEMENT 

• We value and pursue excellence 

• We encourage critical though and questions 

• We have a growth mindset 

• We are risk takers and problem solvers 

• We make connections between learning in different contexts 

 

RESPECT  

• We build positive relationships 

• We are not afraid to express ourselves 

• We show compassion for ourselves and others  

 

COMMITMENT 

• We value effort and endeavour 

• We are resilient 

• We week joy in learning 

• We seek to understand ourselves as learners 

 

COMMUNITY 

• We build partnerships with our community 

• We embrace diversity 

• We help each other  

• We are lifelong learner



Principal’s Message  

Dear Students, Parents, Guardians and Carers,  

At Drouin Secondary College we provide a range of educational opportunities for all our students 

moving into to their senior secondary years. We offer the VCE certificate, which includes the 

Vocational Major (VM), VET programs and the Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC). We offer a broad 

array of pathway options to students, whether they are looking to gain entry to University, TAFE, 

Apprenticeships, Traineeships or the workforce. Our aim is for every young individual to leave Drouin 

Secondary College well placed to pursue their chosen career pathway. 

 

Students are encouraged to think about their pathway beyond school and try to best match these 

options with subjects that students are challenged by, enjoy, thrive and connect with. Students have the opportunity to reach 

university, TAFE, workforce and tertiary options through any of the available pathways. The improvements to the recognition of 

learning across the VCE certificate will mean all learning is valued.  

 

For many students, the senior school course selection process is exciting, but for some it can be a daunting process. Students are 

asked to consider what they may like to do following secondary school completion and make course selections that align with 

their pathway goals. During the process of making important decisions for their senior and final years of secondary school 

students should reflect on their journey through school so far.  

It is important that students make personal and informed choices based on their own research and planning when selecting 

subjects. In the time we have been offering VCE and other certificate options, we have established a legacy of student success, 

demonstrated by consistent academic results and transition to tertiary studies.  

 

We have much pride in the diverse, high achievements of our alumni. No two people are the same and the achievements of our 

students match our drive for personal best and excellence. Next year, will be full of challenges. We wish you well with your 

decision-making and planning and look forward to working with all our students and families in 2026. 

 
Elizabeth Godwin| College Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assistant Principal’s Message  
Dear Students, Parents, Guardians and Carers,  

 

At Drouin Secondary College we offer a variety of academic programs to cater for the individual 

learning needs of our students. Our goal is to ensure every student who leaves Drouin, achieves a 

quality destination. We define a quality destination as tertiary study, apprenticeships, traineeships 

or employment with a long-term future. Our role as educators is to help students, with the 

support of their families to make choices and develop skills that will assist them to find their own 

fulfilling pathway.  

As students enter their final two senior years of schooling (Years 11- 12) they have the 

opportunity to select a pathway they aspire to, within the parameters of school and VCAA 

guidelines. The process of subject selection can be an exciting but challenging time. For each 

individual, research, planning and reflection are essential if they are to find their own passion and identify different pathway 

options that will help them to reach their personal goals. For some students, this process of determining their individual goals 

and pathway will be challenging and will create uncertainty. Be assured that it is normal for goals and career pathways to keep 

changing over time due to the impact of each student’s experiences on their perspective, and their growing insight into their 

skills and interests. 

Students should use the information within this handbook to plan their pathway through their final years as senior students by 
selecting combinations of subjects that meet their interests and lead to their intended career. Students should consider the 
following questions when thinking about their options:  
 

- What are my strengths and interests? 

- What am I good at?  

- What careers am I interested in? 

- What University and TAFE courses interest me? 

- What subjects are pre-requisites to get into the course of my dreams?  

We always recommend opting for a course that keeps your options open. As always, if you have any questions about the senior 

pathways and options available at Drouin Secondary College, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the College or our expert 

Careers & Pathways Team who have close links with a range of industry and education providers, along with access to a variety 

of resources which can assist students in making their pathways decision.  

 I wish you well in your choices. 

 

 

Leokardia Lilikakis | Assistant Principal 

  



Senior School Programs  

Drouin Secondary College offers the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), the VCE Vocational Major and Vocational Pathways 

Certificate alongside a wide range of VET offerings.  

Students are encouraged to elect subjects that they are good at and that they are interested in. The college provides a wide 

range of support from individual course counselling sessions, parent information sessions, presentations to students and advice 

related to pursuing specific pathways of interest. 

We are focussed on ensuring we offer a broad range of subjects that reflect student demand and are committed to ensuring 

that students can access pathways that they enjoy and have a strong affinity for.  

Across Years 7-12 students are supported to understand career pathways and this comes into sharp focus in Years 9-12 as we 

work with students and families to help them understand the extensive information and to discuss options with our expert staff. 

This ensures that students are fully supported to make the right subject and pathway selections. In Senior School, students 

choose between a range of different programs to suit their strengths and ambitions. 

Year 11: The focus is on equipping students with the necessary academic skills for their final year of secondary education. 

Students refine their abilities in various subject areas while maintaining high academic standards aligned with the study design 

criteria. Additionally, students are expected to take responsibility for their own learning and work independently while selecting 

subjects aligned with their interests and abilities. 

 

Year 12: The most crucial academic year, and students must approach their studies with full commitment, including preparing 

for all assessments, including the end-of-year examinations. Students are expected to take on a leadership role, even if they do 

not hold a formal leadership position. As role models for junior students, participation in all aspects of college life is expected. 

** Students may have the opportunity to complete a Higher Education (university) Subject if they meet the requitements upon completing a 

Unit 3/4 subject and VET in Year 12 is in negotiation with the Senior School Team if completed within the VCE mainstream program.  

VCE Studies are offered on the condition that each subject has enough student numbers for a class to be offered. If there is 

insufficient student demand, studies will be withdrawn. Students should consult the VCAA advice when selecting courses and 

may enter studies at the level of Unit 1, 2 or 3. It is advisable that students complete Units 1 and 2 before attempting Unit 3 in 

some studies, or have equivalent experience, or/and be willing to complete preparatory tasks.  

Units 3 and 4 must be taken as a sequence, and students must undertake Unit 3 before commencing Unit 4 of a study. Drouin 

Secondary College may recommend that Units 1 and 2 be completed before commencing Units 3 and 4 in some instances, and 

students and parents can discuss these recommendations during course counselling opportunities



Choosing a Later Years 

Pathway  

What is a Later Years 

Pathway?  

A Later Years Pathway is a term used to describe your 

choice in Education, Training and Employment. It is a 

collection of studies planned to deliver the requirements 

for a senior school certificate. 

Victorian Certificate of 

Education (VCE)  

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is the certificate 

that the majority of students in Victoria receive on 

satisfactory completion of their secondary education. The 

VCE provides diverse pathways to further study or training 

at university or TAFE and to employment. At Drouin, 

students will typically study English, and then four other 

subjects per year. This can be a range of VCE Subjects, VET 

subjects, or other options. 

Victorian Certificate of 

Education (VCE VM)  

The VCE Vocational Major (VM) is a vocational and applied 

learning program within the VCE designed to be completed 

over a minimum of two years. Within the program, 

students will undertake Literacy, Numeracy, PD, WRS on-

site. They also choose to study a VET course of their choice 

and take place in Structured Workplace Learning.  

There are also Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

studies including Australian School Based Apprenticeship 

(ASBAs). VET can be included in both VCE and VCE VM 

programs. Whatever Later Years Pathway you choose, you 

will need to spend time investigating what each of the 

pathways has to offer before deciding to take it.  

 

VCE OR VCE VM  

Your pathway should reflect your interests and goals, and 

whether these include further study/training or 

employment. For example, if you hope to study at a 

university or a TAFE institution after leaving school, you 

must check carefully that you are doing studies (subjects) 

that are required by the institution you wish to enter (these 

are known as prerequisites).  

Universities and TAFE have published information about 

the studies they wish you to include in your program, if you 

wish to be considered for selection when you leave school. 

These requirements are called the Tertiary Entrance 

Requirements and are published every year. These are 

referred to as Essential requirements for selection and 

application.  

When organising your pathway, you should consider your 

career options and ensure that your course selections will 

help you to reach your goal. You should be aware of any 

requirements for a specific career or course you have in 

mind. 

The general VCE is a two-year program where students 

undertake VCE subjects that have formal scored 

assessment including external examinations for Unit 3 & 4 

studies. Students can undertake VET studies as part of the 

VCE (general certificate). Students who undertake the 

general VCE will receive an ATAR upon achieving their 

certificate.  

The VCE - Vocational Major is a two-year applied learning 

program within the VCE. Students who undertake this 

major will develop academic and work-related skills, 

knowledge and confidence. It will prepare students for 

work and further education and training. Students who 

undertake the VCE Vocational Major will not receive an 

ATAR upon achieving their certificate. 

The College will support you in many ways to make an 

informed and suitable choice of VCE Program and to 

construct an individual pathway that meets your needs.  

This support will include Careers, Pathway planning and 

pre-requisite advice from the college’s Careers and 

Pathways Team. General advice about courses of study and 

organisation from the Senior School Leadership and Course 

Counselling Team. Advice about promotion, eligibility and 

the course selection process from the Senior School.  



VCE Program  

What is the Victorian 

Certificate of Education?  

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is a recognised 

course of study that provides pathways for students into 

employment, TAFE, and tertiary institutions.  

To be awarded a VCE and receive an ATAR, students must 

meet the following requirements: 

 

• Satisfactorily complete at least 16 units of study (this 

means achieving an 'S' result for all of the outcomes 

assessed in the unit. A unit of study is one semester in 

duration. 

 

• Satisfactorily complete three units from the English 

group, including a Unit 3 & 4 sequence. English units 

may be selected from English Units 1-4, Units 1-4 and 

Literature Units 1-4. 

 

• Satisfactorily complete a minimum of four Unit 3 & 4 

sequences, one of which must be an English sequence 

  

What is an ATAR?  

ATAR stands for Australian Tertiary Admission Rank. 

Students who complete VCE and satisfy the requirements 

receive an ATAR score which can be used for entry into a 

range of tertiary courses.  

 

How is the ATAR calculated?  

It is calculated using:  

• The scaled score in English, English Literature  

• The next best three scaled scores  

• 10% of any 5th and/or 6th scaled scores 

 

Which studies are used to get an ATAR?  

• All VCE Units 3 / 4 studies, however, no more than 

two Languages at Unit 3 and 4 level.  

• No more than two VCE Mathematics studies at 

Unit 3 and 4 level may count in the primary four. 

Any other Mathematics or Languages are counted 

as a 5th or 6th subject.  

• Approved tertiary study 

 

Choosing a VCE program  

Choosing a career is often a challenging task because career 

development is a long-term process. As we grow, we 

change, and so do our goals and preferred career 

outcomes. At the same time, we are aware that 

employment and the labour market are constantly 

changing and that the career or occupation we focus on 

now may simply not exist in five, ten or twenty years. 

Typically, a student choosing a senior course for 2025 can 

expect it to be at least two years before joining the full-

time workforce. For those who intend to go onto further 

study, TAFE or University, this could be extended by up to 

six years. Aside from all the usual advice of consulting TAFE 

and University course guides, job guides and career 

practitioners, it is important to keep your options open. By 

broadening your choices, you can enhance your future 

career possibilities. It is well known that you are more likely 

to succeed in subjects that suit your strengths, aptitudes, 

and interests.  

Note: Keeping options open does not mean you should 

take subjects in which you have no interest or little ability! 

This will restrict rather than enhance your options 

 

Selecting your VCE program  

In selecting subjects, it is important for students to consider 

the following:  

• Choose subjects you will most likely succeed in; 

these are usually subjects of INTEREST  

• Choose subjects that you are most likely to enjoy, 

you will be INTERESTED in these  

• Check the prerequisites for university or TAFE 

courses of INTEREST to you 

When selecting YOUR individual program:  

• DO NOT select a program based on what your 

friends are choosing, they have different 

strengths, aptitudes, and interests  

• DO NOT select a program based on a teacher that 

you like, there are NO guarantees that they will be 

your teacher 

• DO NOT choose a subject based on whether it will 

be scaled up, if you cannot do the subject, this will 

impact on your results in a negative way.  

• Select subjects that do interest you and you can 

do. 

 



What is a Prerequisite?  

A prerequisite is a VCE unit or sequence of units that you 

must successfully complete in order to be eligible to apply 

for a particular course. For example, an Engineering course 

might list that Mathematics Methods and Physics Units 3 

and 4 are prerequisites. This means that if you have not 

successfully completed these units you will not be 

considered for entry into the course.  

In some cases, the prerequisite may require not only the 

subject, but also the lowest acceptable Study Score. For 

example, a medical course might require a minimum Study 

Score of 30 in Chemistry as a prerequisite. In this 

circumstance, regardless of how well you go in all other 

subjects, your placement will not be considered if your 

Study Score is less than 30 in Chemistry.  

Where a career pathway involves a university or TAFE 

course, you should check whether there are any VCE 

prerequisites before finalising your VCE course. If you 

discover you need to take subjects in which you have little 

or no interest, or with which you are likely to struggle, ask 

yourself if you are prepared and able to put in the work and 

effort necessary to achieve success in those subjects. If not, 

think again!  

Why do courses have Prerequisites?  

Prerequisites are set for many reasons, not simply to make 

it more difficult for students to gain entry to the course. 

Prerequisites are usually set because:  

• The course will involve study in that particular area 

•  The course is designed on the assumption that 

students have already achieved a certain standard 

in the prerequisite study  

Where to find information on VCE Prerequisites 

Each year the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) 

publishes a list of prerequisite subjects for that year’s group 

of Year 10 students. This year they will publish Tertiary 

Entrance Requirements as a supplement to The Age and 

Herald Sun in July. This is an invaluable resource, not only 

for choosing a VCE course, but also for checking which 

course you can apply for at the end of Year 12. The 

information is also available from the VTAC website  

www.vtac.edu.au 

 

 

 

Mathematics in VCE  

Many students and parents are concerned about 

completing Mathematics during the VCE, and about which 

specific Mathematics subjects they should complete.  

Firstly, the best advice that can be given to prospective 

Senior School students is complete the highest level of 

Mathematics of which you are capable. There is simply no 

question that completing Mathematics at VCE opens up 

many future options for students, ranging from some pre-

apprenticeship TAFE courses through to all Primary 

Teaching qualifications.  

Specific courses do have prerequisite Mathematics subjects 

and students should ensure that they inform themselves of 

what will be required for their intended courses through 

the relevant literature.  

Secondly, all students do not have to complete VCE 

Mathematics. It is certainly in their best interests to finish 

at least Unit 1 and 2 in Mathematics, but it is not 

mandatory. For example, if a student cannot do 

Mathematics, then it is not in their best interest to 

complete the study as they may not be successful in this.  

Finally, students intending to study Mathematic subjects at 

Year 12 will need to select the appropriate prerequisite 

Mathematics Units in Year 11 to allow them to enter their 

selections the following year. 

 

Who should study a VCE 

Program?  

• Students who do require an ATAR at the end of their 

VCE.  

• Students who are realistically seeking a university 

pathway should do their VCE.  

• Students who prefer to work independently. 

• Students who are committed to doing the required 

hours of regular homework and study (revision).  

• Students who are well equipped to devote the time 

and energy to the production of sustained written 

responses to prompts in all subjects.  

• Students who are prepared to challenge themselves 

and can comprehend abstract concepts.  

• Students who achieve satisfactory results in tests and 

exams and have demonstrated the capacity to prepare 

for their exams.  

• Students with excellent organisation and time 

management skills.  

• Students who are prepared inside and outside of class 

to work intensively with their teachers. 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/


VCE – Vocational Major   

What is the Victorian 

Certificate of Education 

Vocational Major (VCE VM)?  

The VCE Vocational Major is a recently introduced program 

for vocational and applied learning that forms a part of the 

VCE curriculum. This program comprises of four new 

subjects that form the core of the curriculum. The approach 

adopted by the program is known as "Applied Learning" 

which involves students in practical and relevant learning 

experiences. This approach enables students to apply 

theoretical concepts in real-world situations related to their 

future goals, in a safe and respectful environment that they 

can control. By taking action, reflecting on their 

experiences, and planning for future improvement, 

students expand their knowledge.  

 

The VCE Vocational Major is a two-year program over Years 

11 and 12. Students who enrol in the full program can 

choose these new VCE VM studies. The VCE Vocational 

Major will prepare students to move successfully into 

apprenticeships, traineeships, further education and 

training, university through alternative entry programs or 

directly into the workforce. The four main studies are 

assessed at a school level through authentic assessment 

activities. There are no external examinations for the VCE 

VM studies, and therefore, students do not receive a study 

score and are not eligible to receive an ATAR. Students who 

have completed the satisfactory completion requirements 

of the VCE VM will receive a Victorian Certificate of 

Education with the words Vocational Major on it to 

recognise their achievements. 

How is the Vocational Major VM structured? 

The VCE Vocational Major program comprises of subjects 

tailored to equip students for vocational paths. These 

subjects include VCE VM Literacy, VCE Foundation Maths, 

VCE VM Work Related Skills, and VCE VM Personal 

Development Skills, in addition to 180 hours of VET at 

Certificate II level or higher. Each subject comprises of four 

units, and each unit has a set of outcomes that are assessed 

through various learning activities and tasks. Students will 

apply knowledge and skills in practical settings and 

undertake community-based activities and projects 

involving working in a team. 

What do I have to do to get my VCE VM @ DSC?  

Students must successfully finish at least 16 units, 

including:  

• 3 VCE VM Literacy or VCE English units (including a 

Unit 3–4 sequence)  

• 3 other Unit 3-4 sequences  

• 2 VCE Foundation Maths  

• 2 VCE VM Work Related Skills units  

• 2 VCE VM Personal Development Skills units  

• 2 VET credits at Certificate II level or above (180 

hours)  

• Most students will undertake between 16-20 units 

over the two years  

• All students will participate and complete 

structured workplace learning. 

Satisfactory completion of a program  

To receive a satisfactory VCE VM Unit result, certain 

requirements must be met.  

• If a student receives an N for an area of study or 

unit, it means one or more of the requirements 

listed were not achieved.  

• These requirements include demonstrating 

achievement of the outcomes, meeting school 

deadlines for assessment tasks, and having 

authenticated work. 

Who should study a VCE VM 

program?  
• Students who do not require an ATAR at the end of 

their VCE.  

• Students with sound organisation and time 

management skills.  

• Students who learn through experience, group work 

and the application of interpersonal and organisational 

skills to real world learning opportunities.  

• Students seeking to develop their employability skills.  

• Students who are prepared to work effectively with 

their teachers both in and outside of the classroom.  

• Students who will achieve success in practical work-

related experience and a qualification that will be 

recognised by vocational education providers and 

employers. 

 

 



VCE – Vocational Major   

Literacy 

Literacy empowers students to read, write, speak and 

listen in different contexts. Literacy enables students to 

understand the different ways in which knowledge and 

opinion are represented and developed in daily life in 

the 21st Century. The development of literacy in this 

study design is based on applied learning principles, 

making strong connections between students' lives and 

learning.  

By engaging with a wide range of content drawn from a 

range of local and global cultures, forms, and genres, 

including First Nations Peoples' knowledge and voices, 

students learn how information can be shown through 

print, visual, oral, digital and multimodal 

representations. Along with the literacy practices 

necessary for reading and interpreting meaning, 

students must develop their capacity to respond to 

information. Listening, viewing, reading, speaking, and 

writing are developed so that students can communicate 

effectively both in writing and orally.  

A further essential part of literacy is that students 

develop their understanding of how written, visual, and 

oral communication are designed to meet the demands 

of different audiences, purposes, and contexts, including 

workplace, vocational and community contexts. This 

understanding helps students develop their writing and 

oracy so that they become confident in their use of 

language in a variety of settings.  

 

VCE Foundation Mathematics   

VCE Foundation Mathematics empowers students to use 

mathematics to make sense of the world and apply 

mathematics in a context for a social purpose. VCE 

Foundation Maths gives meaning to mathematics, where 

mathematics is the tool (knowledge and skills) to be 

applied efficiently and critically. Foundation 

Mathematics involves the use and application of a range 

of mathematical skills and knowledge which arise in a 

range of different contexts and situations.  

VCE VM Foundation Mathematics enables students to 

develop logical thinking and reasoning strategies in their 

everyday activities. It develops students' problem-

solving skills, and allows them to make sense of 

numbers, time, patterns and shapes for everyday 

activities like cooking, gardening, sport and travel. They 

can then apply these skills to their everyday lives to 

recognise monetary value, understand scheduling and 

timetabling, direction, planning, monetary risk and 

reward.  

VCE VM Numeracy focuses on enabling students to 

develop and enhance their numeracy skills to make 

sense of their personal, public, and vocational lives. 

Students develop mathematical skills with consideration 

of their local, national, and global environments and 

contexts, and an awareness and use of appropriate 

technologies.  

 

Personal Development Skills  

The VCE VM Personal Development Skills study focuses 

on helping students develop personal identity and 

individual pathways to optimal health and wellbeing. It 

begins with concepts of personal identity and the range 

of factors that contribute to an individual's perception of 

self. Students will investigate health in their community 

and play an active, participatory role in designing and 

implementing activities to improve community health 

and wellbeing.  

Students will examine community participation and how 

people work together effectively to achieve shared 

goals. They will investigate different types of 

communities at a local, national, and global level. 

Students will look at active citizenship and they will 

investigate the barriers and enablers to problem solving 

within the community. Students understand different 

perspectives on issues affecting their community, they 

will also plan, implement, and evaluate an active 

response to community need.  

Students will examine leadership qualities and the 

characteristics of effective leaders and how these 

qualities can be applied to the achievement of goals 

within personal and community contexts. Students 

participate in an extended project relating to a 

community issue. Students will identify environmental, 

cultural, economic, and social issues affecting the 

community and select one for an extended community 

project. Students will reflect on how community 

awareness of their selected issue can be improved.  

 



Work Related Skills  

VCE VM Work Related Skills allows students to 

understand and apply concepts and terminology related 

to the workplace and further studies to understand the 

complex and rapidly changing world of work and 

workplace environments. It helps students understand 

and develop their skills, knowledge, capabilities, and 

attributes as they relate to further education and 

employment, to develop effective communication skills 

to enable self-reflection and self-promotion and to 

practically apply their skills and knowledge.  

This subject requires students to think about and 

investigate potential employment pathways, to develop 

a career action plan, to seek appropriate advice and 

feedback on planned career and further study 

objectives. Students are required to consider the 

distinction between essential employability skills, 

specialist, and technical work skills; to understand 

transferable skills and identify their personal skill and 

capabilities and promote them through development of 

a cover letter and resume and through mock interviews.  

Students also learn about healthy, collaborative, and 

productive workplaces, workplace relationships and 

investigate key areas relating to workplace relations, 

including pay conditions and dispute resolution. 

Students look at how teamwork and effective 

communication contribute to a healthy, collegiate 

workplace. Students also learn about promoting 

themselves and their skills by developing an extensive 

professional portfolio to use for further education and 

employment applications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the Victorian Pathway 

Certificate (VPC)?  

• The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is a new 

inclusive and flexible certificate which caters for all 

students. It offers an engaging curriculum and 

additional support for you to develop the work-related 

skills and capabilities students need to succeed.  

 

• The VPC is normally completed in year 11 and 12, but it 

is flexible so it can be started earlier or finished over a 

longer period than 2 years. The coursework is designed 

and delivered at a more accessible level than the VCE 

and VCE Vocational Major. 

 

• Your school may allow you to start the VPC at any time 

during the school year. The time you take to finish the 

VPC is flexible. You should discuss the VPC’s suitability 

for you with your school and your family.  

How is the VPC structured?  

The VPC will include:  

• VPC Literacy  

• VPC Numeracy  

• VPC Work Related Skills  

• VPC Personal Development Skills  

• Spending some time in a workplace as part of your 

learning. This is known as Structured Workplace 

Learning.  

• You can also add more VCE or VCE VM options, or 

choose to include vocational education and 

training (VET) in the VPC 

 

 

 

 

 



Vocational Education 

and Training (VET)  

VET Certificates are courses of study that are nationally 

recognised and accredited. VET enables students to gain 

industry-oriented training in preparation for further 

learning or entry into the workforce. Most certificate 

programs run over two years and are made up of several 

Units of Competence.  

A VET in Schools program is usually made up of VCE/VET 

Units that are delivered by an RTO at the student’s school 

or another school within the Baw Baw LaTrobe VET Cluster.  

 

Contribution to the VCE 

VET is fully incorporated into the VCE. Key features include: 

• VET programs usually have a Unit 1 - 4 structure.  

• Up to 13 Units VCE/VET Units can contribute to a 

student’s VCE. This includes two Units 3 & 4 

sequences.  

• VET programs contribute directly to the ATAR with 

a study score derived by calculating 10% of the 

lowest study score of the primary 4 subjects. 

However, in some instances there is nil 

contribution towards ATAR when units are at 1 & 2 

level only.  

 

Selecting a VET study  

VET units contribute to the satisfactory completion of the 

VCE so long as there is no undue overlap between VET units 

and the VCE units to which they are linked. Where there is a 

lot of overlap, you will be able to do both studies, but only 

one will count towards the minimum 16 units you need to 

graduate. Despite this, your results in both studies will be 

shown on your Statement of Results. If you are thinking 

about taking any combinations of VET and VCE studies, talk 

to the Careers and Pathways Team about the credit 

arrangements. Each VET program may require you to have 

some Work Experience, which gives you a chance to learn 

more about the industry and the skills it requires. 

Successfully completing a VET certificate provides you with 

a nationally recognised certificate that can lead directly into 

employment and higher certificate level TAFE courses. VET 

courses can even provide you with credit for some Tertiary 

institutions.  Students cannot enter a VET course at the 

Units 3 & 4 level.  

Assessment in VET 

Students receive an S for a Unit of Competency if they have 

demonstrated competence as assessed by their registered 

training organisation (RTO). Students receive an S for a 

module if they have demonstrated achievement of all the 

learning outcomes as assessed by the RTO. Satisfactory 

completion of VCE/VET Units is calculated automatically as 

students satisfactorily complete units of 

competency/modules. Most VCE/VET programs consist of 

four VCE/VET Units containing one Units 3 & 4 sequence.’ – 

VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook (VCAA)  

The VET studies are assessed by the subject teacher against 

a nationally accredited set of competencies. If a student is 

competent, they receive a satisfactory result. If a student 

cannot demonstrate their competence in an area, then they 

can be re-assessed at a later time after further practice. 

Where possible, assessment should be a practical task or 

based on a practical task.  

 

USI: UNIQUE STUDENT IDENTIFIER  

All students doing a nationally recognised training need to 

have a Unique Student Identifier (USI). This includes 

students doing Vocational Education Training (VET) at 

school (VET for secondary students). If students don’t have 

a USI, they will not receive their qualification or statement 

of attainment. In order to apply students must go to: 

https://www.usi.gov.au/students/ create-your-usi  

Students will create an account, and this will generate a 10-

digit code. STUDENTS MUST SUBMIT THIS CODE TO THE 

VET COORDINATOR AND THEIR VET TEACHER.  

The online application requires one identity document and 

takes only 5-10 minutes if you have the identity proof at 

hand.  

A USI is then allocated on the spot-on screen and is also 

emailed to the student instantly. Students are strongly 

advised to record this code. 

 

 

 

 

 



School-Based 

Apprenticeships & 

Traineeships (SBAT) 

What is a School-Based Apprenticeship and 

Training?  

School-based Apprenticeships or traineeships (SBAT) are 

another way vocational training can contribute to your VCE 

VM Certificate. A student completing an SBAT as part of 

their VCE VM program would have the following Program:  

• VCE VM studies at school  

• VET at a Registered Training Organisation (RTO), 

such as a TAFE institute  

• Part-time paid work in the industry where you are 

training.  

A school-based apprenticeship or traineeship qualification 

contributes to the satisfactory completion of the VCE VM in 

the same way that VCE VET programs do by giving credit for 

Units 1 to 4. School-based apprenticeships or traineeships 

may contribute to an ATAR.  

To become an apprentice or trainee, you must be in paid 

work and sign a training contract, which must be registered 

with the Department of Education and Training (DET) and 

the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority 

(VRQA). A school based apprenticeship or traineeship 

requires at least 13 hours per week of training and 

employment.  

Currently, there are many industries, such as building and 

construction, early childhood education, and sport and 

recreation, where students can do a school-based or part-

time apprenticeship or traineeship as part of their VCE VM. 

These are subject to change depending on work placement 

availability.  

 

HeadStart Apprenticeships & Traineeships:  

There are over 150 courses available as SBAT (through 

HeadStart) ranging from Certificate II to Certificate IV 

connected to current and emerging job roles across a wide 

range of industries, including:  

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Arts  

• Automotive  

• Business  

• Construction  

• Emerging Technologies  

• Engineering  

• Fashion  

• Health  

• Hospitality  

• Sport and Recreation  

• Transport and Logistics  

• Travel and Tourism  

An SBAT targets students committed to vocational 

education who have a good idea of the career they want to 

pursue. Students undertaking an SBAT will only be allowed 

to be absent from school one day per week (the same as 

VCE VM/VET). It is the student's responsibility to keep up 

with any classwork missed. 

For these reasons, an SBAT is not recommended for a VCE 

student. 

 

What is HeadStart?  

HeadStart is a new model for apprenticeships and 

traineeships for students over 15 years old and enrolled at 

school. HeadStart students spend more time doing paid on-

the-job training in priority industries whilst completing VCE-

VM at school. A HeadStart Apprenticeship or Traineeship 

has three core components:  

1. Flexible delivery of VCE VM and VCE to help 

maximise time on the job, with a strong focus on 

literacy and numeracy.  

2. Quality training delivered in a way that is aligned 

with time on the job to support the achievement 

of competencies. 

3. Maximised time in employment to support 

genuine progression through the apprenticeship or 

traineeship. Students programs are individually 

tailored to suit their school and employment 

requirements. 

HeadStart staff based in schools work with the apprentice 

or trainee, employer, school, and TAFE institute or RTO to 

develop a tailored HeadStart pathway plan. This plan 

outlines how the apprentice or trainee will complete their 

VCE VM and their apprenticeship or traineeship.  

For more information about HeadStart, please speak to the 

Careers & Pathways team or visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/headstart 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/headstart


VCE Subjects  

VCE English  

The study of English empowers students to read, write, 

speak and listen in different contexts. VCE English prepares 

students to think and act critically and creatively, and to 

encounter the beauty and challenge of their contemporary 

world with compassion and understanding.  

Unit 1:  

In this unit, students read and respond to texts 

analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments and 

the use of persuasive language in texts and create their 

own texts intended to position audiences. Students 

develop their skills in creating written, spoken and 

multimodal texts. 

 

Unit 2:  

In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, 

issues and themes in texts. They analyse arguments 

presented and the use of persuasive language in texts and 

create their own texts intended to position audiences. 

Students develop their skills in creating written, spoken and 

multimodal texts. 

Unit 3:  

In Unit 3 students undertake a Reading and responding to 

texts unit in which they analyse ideas, concerns and values 

presented in a text, informed by the vocabulary, text 

structures and language features and how they make 

meaning. Students also study a Creating texts unit in which 

they are required to demonstrate effective writing skills by 

producing their own texts, designed to respond to a specific 

context  

Unit 4:  

Students further sharpen their skills of reading and viewing 

texts, developed in the corresponding area of study in Unit 

3. Students consolidate their capacity to critically analyse 

texts and deepen their understanding of the ideas and 

values a text can convey. students analyse the use of 

argument and language, and visuals in texts that debate a 

contemporary and significant national or international 

issue. The texts must have appeared in the media since 1 

September of the previous year. Students must explore and 

analyse the structures and features of argument presented 

in audio and/or audio-visual texts and consider the unique 

structures and features that enhance argument in these 

contexts. 

VCE Literature Units 3&4 ONLY 

The study of Literature is based on the enjoyment and 

appreciation of reading that comes from discussion, debate 

and the challenge of exploring the meanings of literary 

texts. Students reflect on their interpretations of texts and 

the views others hold. The subject requires a strong 

commitment to the set reading and covers a range of forms 

including film, novels, plays, short stories and poetry.  

Unit 3: 

Adaptations and Transformations: students focus on how 

the form of a text contributes to its meaning. Students 

explore the form of a set text by constructing a close 

analysis of that text. They then reflect on the extent to 

which adapting the text to a different form, and often in a 

new or reimagined context, affects its meaning, comparing 

the original with the adaptation. Students use their 

knowledge of how the meaning of texts can change as 

context and form change to construct their own creative 

transformations of texts.  

Unit 4: In this unit students develop critical and analytical 

responses to texts. They investigate literary criticism 

informing both the reading and writing of texts. Students 

develop an informed and sustained interpretation 

supported by close textual analysis. Students write 

analytical responses, give spoken presentations and read a 

range of texts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VCE Business Management  

VCE Business Management examines the ways businesses 

manage resources to achieve objectives. The VCE Business 

Management study design considers changes that need to 

be made to ensure continued success of a business. 

Students develop an understanding of the complexity of 

the challenges facing decision makers in managing these 

resources. A range of management theories is considered 

and compared with management in practice through 

contemporary case studies drawn from the past four years. 

Students learn to propose and evaluate alternative 

strategies to contemporary challenges in establishing and 

maintaining a business.  

 

Unit 1: Planning a business 

In this unit students explore the factors affecting business 

ideas and the internal and external environments within 

which businesses operate, and the effect of these on 

planning a business.  

 

Unit 2: Establishing a business  

This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a business’s 

life. Establishing a business involves complying with legal 

requirements as well as making decisions about how best 

to establish a system of financial record keeping, staff the 

business and establish a customer base.  

 

Unit 3: Managing a business  

In this unit students explore the key processes and issues 

concerned with managing a business efficiently and 

effectively to achieve the business objectives. Students 

examine the different types of businesses and their 

respective objectives. They consider corporate culture, 

management styles, management skills and the relationship 

between each of these.  

 

Unit 4: Transforming a business  

Students study a theoretical model to undertake change 

and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in 

the most efficient and effective way to improve business 

performance. They investigate the importance of 

leadership in change management and use contemporary 

business case studies.  

 

 

 

 

VCE Geography Units 1&2 ONLY 

The study of geography is a structured way of exploring, 

analysing, and understanding the characteristics of places 

that make up our world. Geographers are interested in key 

questions concerning places and geographic phenomena: 

What is there? Where is it? Why is it there? What are the 

effects? How is it changing? How is it different? This study 

examines how human interaction with the environment has 

had significant consequences. VCE Geography enables 

students to examine natural and human phenomena, how 

and why they change, their interconnections and the 

patterns they form across the Earth’s surface.  

Unit 1: 

This unit provides an overview of hazards before 

investigating two contrasting types of hazards and the 

responses to them by people. Types of hazards include 

geological, hydro‐ meteorological, biological and 

technological. Topics covered include tsunamis, bushfires, 

infectious diseases and human induced hazards. Students 

will undertake fieldwork and collect data at a variety of 

sites. Students will develop a case study of a hazard and a 

report about a response to a hazard and disaster. 

Unit 2: 

This unit investigates the characteristics of tourism, with 

particular emphasis on where it has developed, its various 

forms, how it has changed and continues to change. 

Students will specialise in examples of tourism within 

Australia and overseas. Students will develop a case study 

of a tourism site and a report about the impact of tourism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VCE History (Modern)  

History is the practice of understanding and making 

meaning of the past. Students learn about their historical 

past, their shared history and the people, ideas and 

events that have created present societies and cultures.  

Unit 1: Change and conflict 

In this unit students investigate the nature of social, 

political, economic and cultural change in the later part 

of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century. 

Modern History provides students with an opportunity 

to explore the significant events, ideas, individuals and 

movements that shaped the social, political, economic 

and technological conditions and developments that 

have defined the modern world.  

Unit 2: The changing world order 

In this unit students investigate the nature and impact of 

the Cold War and challenges and changes to social, 

political and economic structures and systems of power 

in the second half of the twentieth century and the first 

decade of the twenty-first century. 

 

VCE History Revolutions 

Unit 3 and 4: Revolutions 

 In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students investigate the 

significant historical causes and consequences of 

political revolution. Revolutions represent great ruptures 

in time and are a major turning point in the collapse and 

destruction of an existing political order which results in 

extensive change to society. Revolutions are caused by 

the interplay of events, ideas, individuals and popular 

movements, and the interplay between the political, 

social, cultural, economic and environmental conditions.  

Two of these revolutions will be covered in Unit 3 / 4:  

• The American Revolution  

• The Russian Revolution   

The study looks at the causes of the revolution including 

significant events, ideologies, individuals and 

movements, and the political, social, economic, cultural, 

and environmental conditions of the time. Following 

this, students explore the consequences of the 

revolution where they evaluate the extent of continuity 

and change in the post-revolution society. 

 

VCE Sociology 

Sociology focuses on the study of human behaviour and 

social interaction to understand how societies are 

organised, develop and change. There is no single 

sociological perspective, rather, there are several theories 

that offer different ways of understanding human society. 

Sociologists use these theories and frameworks in a 

complementary way to attempt to objectively examine 

social issues and explain concepts. In VCE Sociology 

students examine key theories regarding family, deviance, 

ethnicity, community and social movements.  

Unit 1: Youth and Family  

This unit uses sociological methodology to explore the 

social category of youth and the social institution of family. 

Sociologists draw on methods of science to understand 

how and why people behave the way they do when they 

interact in a group. Sociology attempts to understand 

human society from a holistic point of view, including 

consideration of society’s composition, how it is 

reproduced over time and the differences between 

societies.  

Unit 2: Social norms: breaking the code  

In this unit students explore the concepts of deviance and 

crime. The study of these concepts from a sociological 

perspective involves ascertaining the types and degree of 

rule breaking behaviour, examining traditional views of 

criminality and deviance and analysing why people commit 

crimes or engage in deviant behaviour. It also involves 

consideration of the justice system, how the understanding 

of crime and deviance has changed over time, and the 

relationship between crime and other aspects of a society, 

such as gender and ethnicity. 

 

Unit 3: Culture and ethnicity 

This unit explores expressions of culture and ethnicity 

within Australian society in two different contexts – 

Australian Indigenous culture, and ethnicity in relation to 

migrant groups.  

Unit 4: Community, social movements and social change 

In this unit students explore the ways sociologists have 

thought about the idea of community and how the various 

types of community are experienced. They examine the 

relationship between social movements and social change. 

Students investigate the role of social movements.  

 

 



VCE Legal Studies 

The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become 

active and informed citizens by providing valuable insight 

into their relationship with the law and the legal system. 

Students develop knowledge and skills to enhance their 

confidence and ability to access and participate in the legal 

system.  

 

Unit 1: The presumption of innocence   

In this unit, students develop an understanding of legal 

foundations, such as the different types and sources of law, 

the characteristics of an effective law, and an overview of 

parliament and the courts. They investigate key concepts of 

criminal law and apply these to actual and/or hypothetical 

scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found 

guilty of a crime.  

 

Unit 2: Wrongs and rights 

In this unit, students investigate key concepts of civil law 

and apply these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to 

determine whether a party is liable in a civil dispute. 

Students explore different areas of civil law, and the 

methods and institutions that may be used to resolve a civil 

dispute and provide remedies. They apply knowledge 

through an investigation of civil cases from the past four 

years.  

 

Unit 3: Rights and justice 

The Victorian justice system, which includes the criminal 

and civil justice systems, aims to protect the rights of 

individuals and uphold the principles of justice: fairness, 

equality and access. In this unit, students examine the 

methods and institutions in the criminal and civil justice 

system and consider their appropriateness in determining 

criminal cases and resolving civil disputes.  

 

Unit 4: The people, the law and reform  

The study of Australia’s laws and legal system includes an 

understanding of institutions that make and reform our 

laws. In this unit, students explore how the Australian 

Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the 

Commonwealth and state parliaments, and how it protects 

the Australian people through structures that act as a check 

on parliament in law-making. Students develop an 

understanding of the significance of the High Court in 

protecting and interpreting the Australian Constitution. 

They investigate parliament and the courts, and the 

relationship between the two in law-making, and consider 

the roles of the individual, the media and law reform bodies 

in influencing changes to the law, and past and future 

constitutional reform.  

VCE Japanese  

The VCE Japanese course is designed to enable students to 

examine the nature of language and the role of culture in 

language, communication and identity. The study is 

designed to enable students to communicate with others in 

Japanese in a variety of contexts, understand the 

relationship between language and culture, compare 

cultures and languages and enhance intercultural 

awareness, understand and appreciate the cultural 

contexts in which language is spoken, learn about language 

as a system and themselves as language learners and make 

connections between different languages.  

Unit 1:  

In this unit, students develop an understanding of language 

and culture through the topics of Leisure, Family and 

School. Students access and share useful information on 

the topics through Japanese and consolidate and extend 

vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language skills. They 

focus on analysing cultural products or practices through a 

variety of visual, spoken and written texts and apply 

acquired knowledge of Japanese language and culture to 

new contexts.  

 

Unit 2:  

In this unit, students develop an understanding of aspects 

of language and culture through the study of the topics of 

Lifestyle, Travel and Technology. Students analyse visual, 

spoken and written text about the topic in Japanese, 

consolidate and extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge 

and language skills. Students examine how cultural 

products and practices can be used to demonstrate how 

culture and perspectives may vary between communities. 

 

Unit 3:  

In this unit students investigate the way Japanese speakers 

interpret and express ideas and negotiate and persuade in 

Japanese through the study of the topics of Traditions, 

Japanese Culture in the World and Living in Japan. Students 

interpret information, inform others and reflect upon and 

develop persuasive arguments.  

 

Unit 4: 

 In this unit, students investigate aspects of culture through 

the study of the topics of Environment and the Future. 

Students build on their knowledge of Japanese speaking 

communities, considering cultural perspectives and 

language and explaining personal observations. Students 

reflect on the ways culture, time and place influence values, 

attitudes and behaviours. 



VCE Foundation Mathematics  

Foundation Mathematics Units 1 and 2 focus on providing 

students with the mathematical knowledge, skills, 

understanding and dispositions to solve problems in real 

contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further 

learning, and community settings relevant to contemporary 

society. They are also designed as preparation for 

Foundation Mathematics Units 3 and 4 and contain 

assumed knowledge and skills for these units.  

 

Unit 1:  

Students consolidate mathematical foundations, further 

develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct 

activities independently and collaboratively, communicate 

their mathematical ideas, and acquire mathematical 

knowledge skills to make informed decisions in their lives. 

The areas of study for Foundation Mathematics Unit 1 are 

‘Algebra, number and structure’, ‘Data analysis, probability 

and statistics’, ‘Discrete mathematics’, and ‘Space and 

measurement’.  

 

Unit 2:  

The focus of Unit 2 is on extending breadth and depth in 

the application of mathematics to solving practical 

problems from contexts present in students’ other studies, 

work and personal or other familiar situations. The areas of 

study for Foundation Mathematics Unit 2 are ‘Algebra, 

number and structure’, ‘Data analysis, probability and 

statistics’, ‘Discrete mathematics’, and ‘Space and 

measurement’.  

 

Units 3 and 4 

Foundation Mathematics Units 3 and 4 focus on providing 

students with the mathematical knowledge, skills and 

understanding to solve problems in real contexts for a 

range of workplace, personal, further learning, community 

and global settings relevant to contemporary society. The 

areas of study for Units 3 and 4 are ‘Algebra, number and 

structure’, ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, 

‘Discrete mathematics’ and ‘Space and measurement’. All 

four areas of study are to be completed over the two units, 

and content equivalent to two areas of study covered in 

each unit. The selected content for each unit should be 

developed using contexts present in students’ other 

studies, work and personal or other familiar situations, and 

in national and international contexts, events and 

developments. 

 

 

VCE General Mathematics 

General Mathematics units provide for the study of non-

calculus and discrete mathematics topics. They are 

designed to be widely accessible and provide preparation 

for general employment, business or further study, in 

particular where data analysis, recursion and financial 

modelling, networks and matrices are important. Students 

who have done only Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 

will have had access to assumed key knowledge and key 

skills for General Mathematics Units 3 and 4 but may also 

need to undertake some supplementary study. 

 

 

Unit 1:  

The areas of study for Unit 1 of General Mathematics are 

‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, ‘Algebra, number 

and structure’, ‘Functions, relations and graphs’ and 

‘Discrete mathematics’. 

 

 

Unit 2:  

The areas of study for Unit 2 of General Mathematics are 

‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’, ‘Discrete 

mathematics’, ‘Functions, relations and graphs’ and ‘Space 

and measurement’.  

 

 

Units 3 and 4: General Mathematics Units 3 and 4 focus on 

real-life application of mathematics and consist of the areas 

of study ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’ and 

‘Discrete mathematics’. Unit 3 comprises Data analysis and 

Recursion and financial modelling, and Unit 4 comprises 

Matrices and Networks and decision mathematics. 

Assumed knowledge and skills for General Mathematics 

Units 3 and 4 are contained in General Mathematics Units 1 

and 2, and will be drawn on, as applicable, in the 

development of related content from the areas of study, 

and key knowledge and key skills for the outcomes of 

General Mathematics Units 3 and 4.  

Recommended Skills  

Students should be comfortable with the topics of 

Statistics, Financial Maths and Linear Equations. 

Future Pathways  

Accounting, Architecture, Commerce, Economics, Nursing, 

Science, Agricultural Science, business, Business 

Management, Aviation, Construction Management, 

Information Technology, Building Trades, Building Design, 

etc 

 



VCE Mathematical Methods 

Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an 

introductory study of simple elementary functions of a 

single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and 

statistics and their applications in a variety of practical and 

theoretical contexts.  

 

Unit 1:  

The focus of Unit 1 is the study of simple algebraic 

functions, and the areas of study are ‘Functions, relations 

and graphs’, ‘Algebra, number and structure’, ‘Calculus’ and 

‘Data analysis, probability and statistics. At the end of Unit 

1, students are expected to have covered the content 

outlined in each area of study, with the exception of 

‘Algebra, number and structure’ which extends across Units 

1 and 2.  

 

Unit 2: The focus of Unit 2 is the study of simple 

transcendental functions, the calculus of polynomial 

functions and related modelling applications. The areas of 

study are ‘Functions, relations and graphs’, ‘Algebra, 

number and structure’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Data analysis, 

probability and statistics.  

 

Units 3 and 4:  

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 extend the 

introductory study of simple elementary functions of a 

single real variable, to include combinations of these 

functions, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics, and 

their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical 

contexts. Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study 

‘Algebra, number and structure’, ‘Data analysis, probability 

and statistics’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Functions, relations and 

graphs’, which must be covered in progression from Unit 3 

to Unit 4, with an appropriate selection of content for each 

of Unit 3 and Unit 4.  

Recommended Skills:  

Students choosing Mathematical Methods should have 

facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to 

estimation and computation. Students must be strong at 

Algebra. Students must sit an entrance exam to be 

permitted into Mathematical Methods  

Future Pathways 

Mathematics Methods CAS is a pre-requisite for all 

University Engineering Courses, some Science and 

Commerce/Business courses.  

Engineering, Computer Science, Medicine, Biomedicine, 

Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Commerce, Aviation, 

Nanotechnology, Radiography, Pharmacy, Science. 

VCE Agricultural and 

Horticultural Studies  

Units 3&4 ONLY 

Unit 3: Securing the future  

In this unit students examine the role of research and data, 

innovation and technology in Australia’s food and fibre 

industries. They explore the influence of market demands 

and social expectations as drivers of change. Emphasis is 

placed on the importance of biosecurity: the protection of 

agricultural and horticultural industries against pests, 

diseases and weeds, and measures to combat the serious 

threat posed by biological resistances.  

Unit 4: Sustainable food and fibre production  

In this unit students examine sustainability in terms of land 

management, as well as its role in food and fibre industries. 

Sustainability is a holistic concept with environmental, 

economic and social dimensions. Students research the 

effects of climate change on food and fibre production. 

They study ecosystems, the importance of biodiversity and 

the applicability of environmental modification techniques.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VCE Biology  

VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes 

involved in sustaining life at cellular, system and species 

levels. Students develop an understanding that, in the 

dynamic and interconnected system of life, all change has 

consequences that may affect an individual, a species or 

the collective biodiversity of Earth. Students gain insights 

into how molecular and evolutionary concepts and key 

science skills underpin much of contemporary biology. 

Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their function? 

Students examine the cell as the structural and functional 

unit of life, from the single celled to the multicellular 

organism, including the requirements for sustaining cellular 

processes. Students focus on cell growth, replacement and 

death and the role of stem cells in differentiation, 

specialisation, and renewal of cells.  

Unit 2: How does inheritance impact diversity?  

Students explore reproduction and the transmission of 

biological information from generation to generation and 

the impact this has on species diversity. They apply their 

understanding of chromosomes to explain the process of 

meiosis. Students consider how the relationship between 

genes, and the environment and epigenetic factors 

influence phenotypic expression.  

 

Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?  

Students investigate the workings of the cell from several 

perspectives. They explore the relationship between nucleic 

acids and proteins as key molecules in cellular processes. 

Students analyse the structure and function of nucleic acids 

as information molecules, gene structure and expression in 

prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells and proteins as a diverse 

group of functional molecules. They examine the biological 

consequences of manipulating the DNA molecule and 

applying biotechnologies.  

Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges 

over time?  

Students consider the continual change and challenges to 

which life on Earth has been, and continues to be, 

subjected to. They study the human immune system and 

the interactions between its components to provide 

immunity to a specific pathogen. They investigate the 

impact of various change events on a population’s gene 

pool and the biological consequences of changes in allele 

frequencies. Students examine the evidence for relatedness 

between species and change in life forms over time. 

VCE Chemistry 
VCE Chemistry enables students to investigate a range of 

chemical, biochemical and geophysical phenomena through 

the exploration of the nature of chemicals and chemical 

processes. In undertaking this study, students apply 

chemical principles to explain and quantify the behaviour of 

matter, as well as undertake practical activities that involve 

the analysis and synthesis of a variety of materials.  

Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained?  

In this unit students investigate the chemical structures and 

properties of a range of materials, including covalent 

compounds, metals, ionic compounds and polymers. They 

are introduced to ways that chemical quantities are 

measured. They consider how manufacturing innovations 

lead to more sustainable products being produced for 

society using renewable raw materials and a transition from 

a linear economy towards a circular economy. 

Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the natural 

world? 

In this unit students analyse and compare different 

substances dissolved in water and the gases that may be 

produced in chemical reactions. They explore applications 

of acid-base and redox reactions in society. 

Unit 3: How can design and innovation help to optimise 

chemical processes?  

In this unit students investigate the chemical production of 

energy and materials. They explore how innovation, design 

and sustainability principles and concepts can be applied to 

produce energy and materials while minimising possible 

harmful effects of production on human health and the 

environment. 

Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds designed for 

purpose?  

In this unit students investigate the structures and 

reactions of carbon-based organic compounds, including 

considering how green chemistry principles are applied in 

the production of synthetic organic compounds. They study 

the metabolism of food and the action of medicines in the 

body.  

Future Pathways: 

VCE Chemistry leads to further study or careers in 

Agriculture, Biochemistry, Dietetics, Engineering, 

Environmental studies, Forensic science, Forestry, 

Horticulture, Law, Medicine, Pharmacy, Sports Science, 

Biotechnology and Nanotechnology. 

Students must sit an entrance exam to be permitted into 

Chemistry 



VCE Physics  
VCE Physics enables students to use observations, 

experiments, measurements and mathematical analysis to 

develop qualitative and quantitative explanations for 

phenomena occurring from the subatomic scale to 

macroscopic scales. They explore the big ideas that 

changed the course of thinking in physics such as relativity 

and quantum physics.  
Unit 1: How is energy useful to society? 

In this unit students examine some of the fundamental 

ideas and models used by physicists in an attempt to 

understand and explain energy. Models used to understand 

light, thermal energy, radioactivity, nuclear processes and 

electricity are explored. Students apply these physics ideas 

to contemporary societal issues: communication, climate 

change and global warming, medical treatment, electrical 

home safety and Australian energy needs.  

Unit 2: How does physics help us to understand the 

world?  

In this unit students explore the power of experiments in 

developing models and theories. They investigate a variety 

of phenomena by making their own observations and 

generating questions, which in turn lead to experiments.  

 

Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity?  

In this unit students use Newton’s laws to investigate 

motion in one and two dimensions. They explore the 

concept of the field as a model used by physicists to explain 

observations of motion of objects not in apparent contact. 

Students compare and contrast three fundamental fields – 

gravitational, magnetic and electric – and how they relate 

to one another.  

 

Unit 4: How have creative ideas and investigation 

revolutionised thinking in physics?  

In this unit, students explore some monumental changes in 

thinking in Physics that have changed the course of how 

physicists understand and investigate the Universe. 

Students are challenged to think beyond how they 

experience the physical world of their everyday lives to 

thinking from a new perspective, as they imagine the 

relativistic world of length contraction and time dilation 

when motion approaches the speed of light. 

Future pathways: 

VCE Physics leads to range of study options and disciplines 

such as astrophysics, medical diagnosis and treatment, 

nuclear science, radiography and engineering.  

Students must sit an entrance exam to be permitted into 

Physics. 

VCE Psychology  
VCE Psychology is designed to enable students to explore 

the complex interactions between thought, emotions and 

behaviour. They develop an insight into biological, 

psychological and social factors and the key science skills 

that underpin much of psychology. VCE Psychology is 

designed to promote students’ understanding of how 

society applies such skills and psychological concepts to 

resolve problems and make scientific advancements.  

 

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 

In this unit students examine the complex nature of 

psychological development, including situations where 

psychological development may not occur as expected. 

They investigate the structure and functioning of the 

human brain and the role it plays in mental processes and 

behaviour and explore brain plasticity and the influence 

that brain damage may have on a person’s psychological 

functioning.  

 

Unit 2: How do internal and external factors influence 

behaviour and mental processes?  

In this unit students evaluate the role social cognition plays 

in a person’s attitudes, perception of themselves and 

relationships with others. Students explore a variety of 

factors and contexts that can influence the behaviour of 

individuals and groups, recognising that different cultural 

groups have different experiences and values.  
 

Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental 

processes? In this unit students investigate the contribution 

that classical and contemporary research has made to the 

understanding of the functioning of the nervous system and 

to the understanding of biological, psychological and social 

factors that influence learning and memory.  

Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing supported and 

maintained?  

In this unit students explore the demand for sleep and the 

influences of sleep on mental wellbeing. They consider the 

biological mechanisms that regulate sleep and the 

relationship between rapid eye movement (REM) and non-

rapid eye movement (NREM) sleep across the life span. 

They also study the impact that changes to a person’s 

sleep-wake cycle and sleep hygiene have on a person’s 

psychological functioning and consider the contribution 

that classical and contemporary research has made to the 

understanding of sleep. 

 



VCE Food Studies 

VCE Food studies is designed to build the capacities of 

students to make informed food choices and develop an 

understanding about food security, food sovereignty and 

food citizenship. Students develop their understanding of 

food while acquiring skills that enable them to take greater 

ownership of their food decisions and eating patterns.  

Unit 1: Food origins 

In this unit students focus on food from historical and 

cultural perspectives and investigate the origins and roles 

of food through time and across the world. Students 

consider the origins and significance of food through 

inquiry into one food-producing region of the world. They 

look at Australian indigenous food prior to European 

settlement and how food patterns have changed since, 

particularly through the influence of food production, 

processing and manufacturing industries and immigration 

Unit 2: Food makers 

In this unit students investigate food systems in 

contemporary Australia. Area of Study 1 focuses on 

commercial food production industries, while Area of Study 

2 looks at food production in domestic and small-scale 

settings, as both a comparison and complement to 

commercial production. Students gain insight into the 

significance of food industries to the Australian economy 

and investigate the capacity of industry to provide safe, 

high-quality food that meets the needs of consumers.  

 

Unit 3: Food in daily life  

In this unit students investigate the many roles and 

everyday influences of food. Area of Study 1 explores the 

science of food: our physical need for it and how it 

nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. Students 

investigate the science of food appreciation, the physiology 

of eating and digestion, and the role of diet on gut health. 

They analyse the scientific evidence, including nutritional 

rationale, behind the healthy eating recommendations of 

the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide 

to Healthy Eating and develop their understanding of 

diverse nutrient requirements.  

 

Unit 4: Food issues, challenges and futures 

In this unit students examine debates about Australia’s 

food systems as part of the global food systems and 

describe key issues relating to the challenge of adequately 

feeding a rising world population. 

 

 

VCE Product Design and 

Technologies 
VCE Product Design and Technology can be studied in one 

of four foci: Wood, Metal, Textiles and Polymers (Plastics). 

All are based on developing knowledge of materials and 

production processes. The main focus of the subject is the 

Product design process and the development and 

understanding of effective design practice.  
Unit 1: 

This unit focuses on the analysis, modification and 

improvement of a product design. It provides a structured 

approach towards the design process and looks at examples 

of design practice used by a designer. 

Unit 2: In this unit each student works as a member of a 

team to design and develop a product range or contribute 

to the design and production of a group product. Students 

work together as a team to design and develop a product 

range. Team members contribute their expertise, share 

research findings and develop viable solutions. 

Unit 3: In this unit students are engaged in the design and 

development of a product that addresses a personal, local, 

or global problem (such as humanitarian issues), or that 

meets the needs and wants of a potential end-user/s. The 

product is developed through a design process and is 

influenced by a range of factors including the purpose, 

function and context of the product; user-centred design; 

innovation and creativity; design elements and principles; 

sustainability concerns; economic limitations; legal 

responsibilities; material characteristics and properties; and 

technology. Students will complete a detailed design folio 

for an end user produced together with mock-ups, 

construction samples or processes and note taking, various 

research activities, developmental sketches and a detailed 

working drawing to finalise the design solution. 

Unit 4: Students continue to develop and manufacture the 

product designed in Unit 3. They evaluate the effectiveness 

and efficiency of techniques they used and the quality of 

their product. Students examine factors that are used to 

determine the success of a commercially available product 

in the context of comparison with similar product types. 

Safe and correct use of specialised tools, equipment and 

machines (relevant to the chosen foci). 

 

 

 



VCE Art Creative Practice   

Art is an integral part of life and contributes to a 

progressive society. Artworks and visual language are a 

potent and dynamic means to communicate personal 

experiences and ideas, and cultural values, beliefs and 

viewpoints on experiences and issues in contemporary 

society. In the study of VCE Art Creative Practice, research 

and investigation inform art making. Through the study of 

artworks, the practices of artists and their role in society, 

students develop their individual art practice, and 

communicate ideas and meaning using a range of materials, 

techniques and processes. In the practice of Making and 

Responding, students develop their skills in critical and 

creative thinking, innovation, problem-solving and risk-

taking.  

Unit 1: In Unit 1 students use Experiential learning in 

Making and Responding to explore ideas using the Creative 

Practice. As the artist and audience, students consider their 

connection to artworks, and how their communication of 

ideas and presentation of artworks challenge, shape and 

influence viewer or audience perspectives. 

Unit 2: Students use Inquiry learning to investigate the 

artistic and collaborative practices of artists. They use the 

Cultural Lens, and the other Interpretive Lenses as 

appropriate, to examine artworks from different periods of 

time and cultures, and to explore the different ways that 

artists interpret and communicate social and personal ideas 

in artworks 

Unit 3: In this unit students use Inquiry and Project-based 

learning as starting points to develop a Body of Work. They 

explore ideas and experiment with materials, techniques 

and processes using the Creative Practice. The research of 

historical and contemporary artists is integral to students’ 

use of the Creative Practice and informs the basis of their 

investigation. Students also investigate the issues that may 

arise from the artworks they view and discuss, or those 

evolving from the practice of the artist 

Unit 4: In Unit 4 students continue to develop their art 

practice through Project-based and Inquiry learning as their 

research and exploration continues to support the 

development of their Body of Work. Throughout their 

research students study the practices of selected historical 

and contemporary artists to inform their own art practice. 

They use the Interpretive Lenses to analyse, compare and 

interpret the meanings and messages of artworks produced 

by the artists they study. Students also apply the 

Interpretive Lenses throughout the Creative Practice to 

resolve and refine their Body of Work. 

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting 

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting introduces students to the 

methods used to make artworks and how artworks are 

presented and exhibited. Students use inquiry learning to 

explore, develop and refine the use of materials, 

techniques and processes and to develop their knowledge 

and understanding of the ways artworks are made.  

Unit 1: Explore, expand and investigate 

In this unit students explore materials, techniques and 

processes in a range of art forms. They expand their 

knowledge and understanding of the characteristics, 

properties and application of materials used in art making. 

They explore selected materials to understand how they 

relate to specific art forms and how they can be used in the 

making of artworks.  

 

Unit 2: Understand, develop and resolve 

In Unit 2 students continue to research how artworks are 

made by investigating how artists use aesthetic qualities to 

represent ideas in artworks. They broaden their 

investigation to understand how artworks are displayed to 

audiences, and how ideas are represented to communicate 

meaning. Students respond to a set theme and 

progressively develop their own ideas. Students learn how 

to develop their ideas using materials, techniques and 

processes, and art elements and art principles. 

 

Unit 3: Collect, extend and connect 

In this unit students are actively engaged in art making 

using materials, techniques and processes. They 

explore contexts, subject matter and ideas to develop 

artworks in imaginative and creative ways. They also 

investigate how artists use visual language to represent 

ideas and meaning in artworks. The materials, 

techniques and processes of the art form the students work 

with are fundamental to the artworks they make. 

 

Unit 4: Consolidate, present and conserve 

In Unit 4 students make connections to the artworks they 

have made in Unit 3, consolidating and extending 

their ideas and art making to further refine and resolve 

artworks in -specific art forms. The progressive resolution 

of these artworks is documented in the student’s Visual 

Arts journal, demonstrating their developing technical skills 

in a specific art form as well as their refinement and 

resolution of subject matter, ideas, visual language, 

aesthetic qualities and style. Students also reflect on their 

selected finished artworks and evaluate the materials, 

techniques and processes used to make them. 

 



 VCE Media 
VCE Media provides students with the opportunity to 

develop critical and creative knowledge and skills. Using 

Media texts, technologies and processes students will 

consider various perspectives in the media process 

including structure and features, industry production and 

distribution, audience reception and the impact media has 

in society.  

Unit 1: Media forms, representations and Australian 

stories 

In this unit students develop an understanding of audiences 

and the core concepts underpinning the construction of 

representations and meaning in different media forms. 

They explore media codes and conventions and the 

construction of meaning in media products. Students 

analyse how representations, narrative and media codes 

and conventions contribute to the construction of the 

media realities audiences engage with and read. Students 

gain an understanding of audiences as producers and 

consumers of media products.  

Unit 2: Narrative across media forms  

Fictional and non-fictional narratives are fundamental to 

the media and are found in all media forms. Media 

industries are built upon the creation and distribution of 

narratives constructed using media codes and conventions. 

New media forms and technologies enable participants to 

design, create and distribute narratives in hybrid forms 

such as collaborative and user-generated content, which 

challenges the traditional understanding of narrative form 

and content.  

Unit 3: Media narratives and pre-production 

In this unit students explore stories that circulate in society 

through media narratives. They consider the use of media 

codes and conventions to structure meaning, and how this 

construction is influenced by the social, cultural, 

ideological, and institutional contexts of production, 

distribution, consumption and reception. Students assess 

how audiences from different periods of time and contexts 

are engaged by, consume, and read narratives using 

appropriate media language.  

Unit 4: Media production and issues in the media  

In this unit students focus on the production and post-

production stages of the media production process, 

bringing the media production design created in Unit 3 to 

its realisation. Students explore the relationship between 

the media and audiences, focusing on the opportunities 

and challenges afforded by current developments in the 

media industry.  

VCE Visual Communication 

Design 

The Visual Communication Design study examines the way 

visual language can be used to convey ideas, information 

and messages in the fields of communication, 

environmental and industrial design. The study emphasises 

the importance of developing a variety of drawing skills to 

visualise thinking and to present potential solutions. 

Unit 1: Introduction to visual communication design  

This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate 

messages, ideas, and concepts. This involves acquiring and 

applying design thinking skills as well as drawing skills to 

create messages, ideas, and concepts, both visible and 

tangible. Students practise their ability to draw what they 

observe, and they use visualisation drawing methods to 

explore their own ideas and concepts developing an 

understanding of the importance of presentation drawings.  

 

Unit 2: Applications of visual communication within design 

fields  

This unit focuses on the application of visual 

communication design knowledge, design thinking and 

drawing methods to create visual communications. 

Students create presentation drawings, develop skills in 

technical drawing, typography and imagery manipulation. 

In response to a brief, students engage in the stages of 

research, generation of ideas and development and 

refinement of concepts to create visual communications.  

 

Unit 3: Visual communication design practices 

Students gain an understanding of the process designers 

employ to structure their thinking and communicate ideas 

with clients, target audiences, other designers, and 

specialists. Students analyse existing visual communications 

and gain insight into how the selection of methods, media 

and materials, and the application of design elements and 

design principles, can create effective visual 

communications for specific audiences and purposes.  

 

Unit 4: Visual communication design development, 

evaluation and presentation  

The focus of this unit is on the development of design 

concepts and two final presentations of visual 

communications to meet the requirements of the brief. 

This involves applying the design process twice to meet 

each of the stated communication needs. Having 

completed their brief and generated ideas in Unit 3, 

students continue the design process by developing and 

refining concepts for each communication need stated in 

the brief. 



VCE Health and Human 

Development  

Through the study of VCE Health and Human Development, 

students investigate health and wellbeing, and human 

development as dynamic concepts, subject to a complex 

interplay of various factors, many of which can be modified 

by health care and other interventions. Students consider 

Australian and global contexts as they investigate variations 

in health status between populations and nations. They 

look at the Australian healthcare system and research what 

is being done to address inequalities in health and 

development outcomes.  

Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 

This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with 

varied and evolving perspectives and definitions. It takes 

the view that health and wellbeing are subject to a wide 

range of contexts and interpretations, with different 

meanings to different people. Students identify personal 

perspectives and priorities relating to health and wellbeing, 

and enquire into factors that influence health attitudes, 

beliefs, and practices, and look at multiple dimensions of 

health and wellbeing.  

 

Unit 2: Managing health and development  

This unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing 

from lifespan and societal perspectives. Students look at 

changes and expectations that are part of the progression 

from youth to adulthood. This unit promotes the 

application of health literacy skills through an examination 

of adulthood as a time of increasing independence and 

responsibility, and management of health-related 

milestones and changes.  

Unit 3: Australia's health  

Students begin to explore health and wellbeing as a global 

concept. As they consider the benefits of optimal health 

and wellbeing, their thinking extends to health as a 

universal right. Students look at the fundamental conditions 

required for health improvement and use this knowledge as 

background to their analysis and evaluation of variations in 

the health status of Australians.  

 

Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context  

Students use data to investigate health status and burden 

of diseases in different countries, exploring factors that 

contribute to health inequalities. Students build their 

understanding of health in a global context through 

examining changes in burden of disease over time and 

studying the key concepts of sustainability and human 

development. 

VCE Outdoor Education and 

Environmental Studies  

This is an excellent subject if you are interested in Outdoor 

Education, Recreation, Eco Tourism, Environmental Science 

or Resource Management. It combines a range of 

compulsory multi-day practical activities that explore the 

theory associated with environmental relationships, and 

concepts related to human and societal relationships with 

outdoor environments. The subject is 70% theory and 30% 

practical 

Unit 1: This unit introduces students to the characteristics 

of a variety of outdoor environments. Students undertake a 

number of case studies of different types of environments 

and develop appropriate practical skills for safe and 

sustainable participation in outdoor experiences. The focus 

is on the individual and his/her personal relationship with 

the natural environment. Students develop a clear 

understanding of the range of motivations for interacting 

with natural environments. Practical experiences are linked 

with theoretical investigation so students can gain insight 

into a variety of responses to and relationships with nature. 

 

Unit 2: This unit focuses on human activities undertaken in 

the outdoor environments and their impact on the 

environment. Such impacts include natural and human 

induced changes. Through investigation of specific outdoor 

environments, students analyse different ways of 

experiencing and knowing the outdoor environment and 

the various codes of conduct that apply. Practical 

experiences will provide the basis for comparison and 

reflection and opportunities for students to develop 

theoretical knowledge about natural environments. 

Unit 3: The focus of this unit is the ecological, historical and 

social context of relationships between humans and natural 

environments in Australia. It examines the impact of these 

relationships on natural environments reflecting on the 

changing nature of human interactions and relationships 

with, and perceptions of, the natural environment in 

Australia since human habitation. Students will complete a 

reflective journal of outdoor experiences, written reports, 

class discussions, research tasks and group work.  

 

Unit 4: This unit focuses on the sustainable use and 

management of natural environments. It examines the 

contemporary state of environments in Australia, considers 

the importance of the maintenance of natural 

environments and examines the capacity of the natural 

environment to support the future needs of the world’s 

human population. 



VCE Physical Education 

VCE Physical Education explores the interrelationships 

between anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill 

acquisition principles to understand the role in producing 

movement, and examine behavioural, psychological, 

environmental, and sociocultural influences on 

performance and participation in physical activity. There is 

an emphasis on the inclusion of practical learning 

opportunities across all 4 units of study.  

Unit 1: The human body in motion 

This unit explores how the musculoskeletal and 

cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce 

movement. Through practical activities students explore 

the relationships between the body systems and physical 

activity, and how systems adapt to the demands of activity. 

Students investigate the function of the main structures in 

each system and how they respond to exercise. T 

 

Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society 

This unit develops students' understanding of physical 

activity from a participatory perspective. Students are 

introduced to types of physical activity and sedentary 

behaviour, looking at the role they have on health and 

wellbeing. Students experience different forms of physical 

activity through participation in sport, recreation and 

exercise practical activities. Students investigate how 

participation in physical activity varies across the lifespan 

and explore a range of factors that influence participation 

rates. They collect data to determine perceived enablers of 

and barriers to physical activity.  

 

Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for physical activity  

This unit introduces students to biomechanical and skill 

acquisition principles for analysing human movement and 

energy production from a physiological perspective. 

Students use various tools and techniques to analyse and 

refine movement skills, applying these principles to 

improve performance in physical activity, sport, and 

exercise. Through practical activities, they demonstrate 

how correct application enhances performance.  

Unit 4: Training to improve performance  

In this unit, students analyse movement skills through 

physiological, psychological, and sociocultural lenses, 

applying training principles and methods to enhance 

performance in physical activities at various levels, from 

individual to elite. Performance improvements, especially in 

fitness, hinge on individuals or coaches’ ability to acquire, 

apply, and assess training knowledge effectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
 

Drouin Secondary College. 
PO Box 338, Main South Road Drouin VIC 3818    

 

Tel: (03) 5625 1002 

 

Email: drouin.sc@education.vic.gov.au    

 

Web: www.drouinsc.vic.edu.au 


